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The vision of governors throughout the 
year has been to broaden the number and 
range of opportunities for our pupils, so 
that each child can learn in the way that 
suits them best.  We hope that during 
their time at St Paul’s, our children find 
that spark that creates enthusiasm and 
leads to a lifelong love of learning.

This year has seen the opening of the 
forest school, two art weeks, a varied 
sports programme for all ages and 
abilities, and musical and enrichment 
opportunities as well as educational visits.  
Students are involved in curriculum 
development and skills are taught within 
their selected topics.  

Our re-branding more clearly reflects our 
links with the Church, and children visited 
a mosque and a synagogue to widen their 
understanding of various faiths. 

We hope that each child has enjoyed 
their learning journey this year, and 
as our Year 6 pupils leave our school 
community, I would like to thank them for 
the contribution that they have made to 
St Paul’s community and to wish them all 
the best for their future endeavours.

Mary Buchanan 
Acting Chair of Governors  

What a fantastic year 2014-15  
has been at St Paul’s!

For me personally it has been wonderful 
to return to school in January to see all 
the plans regarding rebranding have come 
to fruition, with the fabulous new logo 
and all the children looking so smart in 
their new uniforms!  I was also delighted 
with the opening of the forest school and 
the additional learning opportunities it 
provides for our pupils.

The school has continued to move forward 
in my absence under the wonderful 
leadership of Mrs Nasim, the Governing 
Body and the whole staff team. The 
commitment, hard work and dedication of 
all the staff has made coming back from 
maternity leave so much easier.

The school continues to go from strength 
to strength not only academically but on 
a sporting front too; thanks must go to all 
the staff and volunteers who give up their 
own time to ensure the children can take 
part in a wide range of sports and extra 
curricula activities. 

2015-16 promises to be just as exciting - 
roll on September!

Ms S Howard 
Headteacher

Welcome from the  
Chair of Governors

Headteacher’s  
Report On The Year 



E-News
Our New Look Website – www.stpaulsrawtenstall.co.uk
Our new website has now been live since September 2014 and we hope you are 
finding it useful.  There is lots of information available on it including weekly 
newsletters, news stories, calendar of events, holiday lists, school policies and 
much more.  The ‘School Life’ section of the website has all the information 
from the different classes and a new section for ‘Bright Young Things’, our new 
out of hours provision from September 2015.

Twitter - @StPaulsCESch
In addition to the website we also have a Twitter news feed.   Don’t worry if 
you are not on twitter, you can access the Twitter feed from the bottom of the 
Website home page.

Stars In The Making
We have been on an amazing 
learning journey this year.    
We took part in ‘The Big School 
Bird Watch’ making our own 
bird feeders.  We were also 
fortunate to witness a solar 
eclipse (we are all hoping to 
see the next one).  This year 
also brought us our fabulous 
new library and World Book 
Day. However, we have saved 
the best photographs until 
last - we love our new Outdoor 
Classroom!



Tremendous 
Turtles Team

This year the Turtle class have 
been very busy!  We have been 
able to learn about space and 
were lucky to watch the eclipse.  
We looked at fractions and then 
made pizzas which we halved and 
cut into quarters.  We learnt the 
Easter story and made collages, 
cards and Easter nests.  We 
also learnt about herbivores, 
carnivores and omnivores and we 
were able to visit the safari park 
to learn more about them.

SPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTS
Art Weeks

We held two art weeks when 
every child participated in mixed 
years art sessions. 

The theme for week 2 was ‘We’re 
all in this together!’.  Stories 
were used to introduce messages 
of team work, sharing, being 
yourself and appreciating others.  
Every child was partnered with 
a child they did not previously 
know.  While working together 
children were encouraged to find 
out about each other and broaden 
their friendships.  They developed 
skills related to sewing, weaving, 
printing and model making.

Everyone had an exciting time, 
and our school looks great with 
the wonderful work created by all 
our children!

Enrichment Day

Here are some photos from our 
enrichment day.  This was centred 
around solving a murder mystery 
and involved maths, literacy, 
communication and teamwork.  



ST PAUL’S SPORTSST PAUL’S SPORTS
We have had another successful year at sports.   
Here are some of our achievements over the academic year.

•	 Year	4	cricket	–	semi	finalists

•	 Year	5	cricket	(mixed)	Grand	finalists

• Year 6 cricket (girls) Rossendale champions.  
To represent the borough in June at County championships.

•	 Boys	football	(Year	5/6)	Cup	quarter	finalists

• Boys 6 a side – Heat runners up.

• Girls football (Years 5/6) Runners up in Group A and B

• Girls 6 a side – Heat winners

• Basketball (Year 5/6) Runners up in Rossendale

• Netball – Group runners up

• Table tennis (year 5/6) Girls Rossendale champion 

• Cross Country - Year 5 Winner Rossendale 
Year 5 Bronze boys 
Year 6 Bronze boys

Alongside this, we also have 2 trained bronze ambassadors  
who work within school.

Happy Successful Seahorses
We have had a very busy and 
enjoyable year in Seahorses!  
The children have worked very 
hard! We looked at animal and 
plant habitats in our fabulous 
outdoor classroom. We loved 
our visit to Knowsley Safari park 
and had a lovely picnic in the 
sunshine! We also had a great 
lesson about animal habitats 
in the discovery centre. We 
planted seeds as part of our 
work in Science. The solar 
eclipse was very interesting, and 
we looked at the eclipse through 
our safety glasses. In RE we 
acted out the story of Daniel  
and the lions’ den. 



Working Togeth
er To 

Achieve Our Goals
Developing team skills in PE

Sorting food in Science Using the internet to 
locate information 

A tornado in a bottle! 

Dressing up as 
our favourtire 
characters for 
world book day

Making our  
Roman Chariots

Our very 
impressive  
Roman Chariots

Fun in PE

All reception children this 
year have taken part in Forest 
School sessions at Larkhill Rise. 

The children love these 
sessions as they learn about 
the natural world and to use 
their senses to explore and 
find	out.	They	apply	maths,	
speaking and creative skills 
to make music, build and 
sort. Most importantly Forest 
Schools creates a sense of 
community and belonging 
in the group and develops 
children social and emotional 
well being. 

Thanks again to everyone who 
turned out for Big Dig 3 – The 
forest is looking great!

Photos show: 

Opening of Larkhill Rise Forest 
School in September

Sorting	sticks	to	prepare	a	fire	

Creating a mouse house 

Making music

Working as a team to explore 
tree bark 

Our eco-warriors



Together We Can Reach The Stars

Staff News
Congratulations to:
Mrs L Cooper on the birth of her third child, Elliot George

Miss J Bishop who married her partner Liam 

Welcome back to:  
Ms S Howard and Mrs R Kelly who returned from maternity leave

Welcome to:
Asha Gul who joins us as an HLTA to cover PPA

Miss E Manning who joined us as an SEND Teaching Assistant.

Mrs H Prior who joined us as a part time Teaching Assistant in the Infant Unit 

Rev	Julie	Barratt	who	takes	up	her	role	as	Ex	Officio	Foundation	Governor	

Goodbye and Good luck to:
Miss Bruty who took up another Teaching Assistant position 

Mr S Boult who will be returning to his substantive post 
in Nelson due to the end of his secondment

Mrs D Seriani who will be taking up a Lead Cover 
Supervisor Role at Alder Grange High School

Mrs Rachel Wiseman our HLTA who will be taking up a teaching  
role in Accrington

Mrs K Brindle who left to enjoy her retirement 

Mrs K Mychajlyshyn who stepped down as Chair of Governors 
to focus on her continuing professional development

Mrs M Buchanan who stepped down as Vice Chair of 
Governors to focus on her charity work

Mrs S Johnson who resigned her Parent Governor 
position to focus on her voluntary work 

Good bye and God bless to Martin Short who leaves St 
Paul’s Church to take up a post in Middleton

Easter activities- carousel day.

Learning to tell the time - playing ‘What time 
is it Mr Wolf?’

Viking boat with shields, armour and mini 
Viking boats.

Griffins using the new refurbished library.

Practicing sewing skills, ready to make  
our Viking shoes. 

Griffins dressing up in traditional 
Viking clothes



Succeed & Be
 The 

Best You Can
It’s been a busy year in Dragons class. We 
have enjoyed working together as a team  
and having fun! These are just some of our 
class highlights.

Working creatively to design and 
perform a balance.

Using ICT to enhance our learning  
even further!

Cutting and sewing

Lose yourself in a book week.  
We came dressed as our favourite 
book characters.

Partnership & PIP Team

Sponsorship
We would like to thank the individuals and local businesses who have supported 
St Paul’s over the last year – through sponsoring our calendar or forest school, 
donating uniforms, and offering their time to make a difference to the school.  
Helen Toole has worked over the last year developing a database and forging 
links within the local business community.

Parents in Partnership
Thanks also to the Parents in Partnership team and Catherine Wheatley who 
led on the set up and refurbishment of the new library.  They worked tirelessly 
selecting a computerised library system, cataloguing all the books, and even 
painting the room so it is a welcoming place for children to visit. We are 
proud that we topped the attendance for the Rossendale area and as a result 
Accrington Stanley came to the school to publicise healthy eating and life 
style – including the benefits of sport.  We thank parents and children for their 
support in achieving this.



Everyone is welcome to get involved with St. Paul’s  
Parent Teachers Association (PTA)

• Please like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/stpaulsrawtenstallpta

• Our meetings are short and open to all;

• Our children dance at the Discos, enjoy the Easter Eggstravaganza, and party 
on at fun family events;

• Get a buzz from volunteering while raising funds for those extra items that 
support our children at school;

• Last year we raised over £4000!

• THANK YOU for your support!  We couldn’t do it without YOU!

St Paul’s PTA

Phoenix Light 
Shines Bright

Investigation of how fast a spinner  
falls to the floor

Learning the five pillars of Islam

Visit to Samlesbury Hall

Investigation to find out what happens 
when a car rolls down a slope covered 
in different surfaces 



Striving For Greatness

To commemorate the 100 year 
anniversary of WW1 and to coincide 
with our literacy topic of poetry, in 
which we looked at poems from the 
trenches, we decided to base our class 
assembly on WW1. The children really 
enjoyed learning about the events that 
led to the war and also learning about 
what life was like in the trenches. 

As part of the science topic on habitats the children went to the outdoor 
classroom at Larkhill Rise to investigate a range of habitats and analysis their 
findings.  Sea serpents class then went to Martin Mere Nature Reserve where 
they collected organisms that could be found in ponds, and identified and drew 
them. They also  took pictures of wildlife for our photography project. These 
are some examples of the edited photos we have taken this term.

Church News
Over recent years we have been working towards 
taking a more active and supportive role in the 
school. The foundation of the school is reflected 
it’s badge - the hands of friendship and welcome 
and the Cross, a positive statement of the Christian 
ethos which underpins the school.

In its simplest form this is the promotion of fruitful 
and caring relationships between members of 
the school community that are characterised by 
Christian love, kindness, respect and trust and a 
mutual concern for each other’s well-being. 

St Paul’s Church provides three Foundation 
governors who also have a special responsibility 
for encouraging Church of England links with the 
school, and where they are parents of children 
who attend the school they have a very detailed 
experience to draw upon.

It has been really fantastic to welcome the school 
into St Paul’s church on a number of significant 
occasions during the last year.  It is always a joy to 
be with them as they both prepare for the services 
and to experience the celebrations that the 
children and teachers create.

As Curate at St Paul’ I enjoy being part of the 
school community, taking assemblies and helping in 
lessons and REMake (Bible Craft and Story Club). It 
is always a privilege to contribute to the spiritual 
development of the school community.

St Paul’s Church is your church and you will always 
receive a warm welcome. Our Sunday services 
are at 11.00am and most Sundays we also have a 
children’s church. 

We would also like to remind you of the No Limits 
service that takes place on Saturdays at key points 
in the year, which many children have attended and 
enjoyed.  No Limits is for families and children aged 
5-12. Look out for the posters for future dates.

Do have a good summer and if you think we can 
help in anyway please ask.

Canon Maurice Smith, the 
Director of Education for the 
Diocese of Manchester visits 
the school



February 2013

Bright Futures Nursery School values early childhood education 
in its own right, not simply as preparation for the next stage 
of education. We focus on what each child can do as a starting 
point in their education making sure that children are valued, 
respected and supported to achieve their best. 

Our members of staff are knowledgeable, skilful and passionate 
about children’s care, learning and development and we all work 
closely together as an integrated team. 

Here at Bright Futures Nursery School we are committed to 
providing a fully accessible learning environment for children. 
We visit the studio at Alder Grange Sixth Form for dance and 
exercise, and Larkhill Rise Forest School provides a backdrop for 
many of our outdoor activities.  

We hope that all our children and families will feel that they 
‘belong’ here, and enjoy the experiences that we invite them to 
share with us.

Some places are available. If you would like more information 
please contact Ailsa Carr, the Nursery Manager on 01706 508791 
or email manager@bfns.org


