
 

From the words of St. Paul… ‘Encourage one another and build each other up’.      
 

‘Silent night, Holy night, all is calm, all is bright’ 
Friday 19th December 2022 

 
Headteacher News 
What an amazing and heart-warming term we have had!  
 
On Wednesday our junior pupils absolutely blew us all away with their fantastic Carol Concert. It was such a 
pleasure to have all our parents and carers back in school and church for our children to share the Christmas 
story and the importance messages it holds. Thank you to all the KS2 team for all their hard work in putting 
together such a memorable service.  
 

Thank you to all the parents who have supported school this week, whether that be walking down to church for 
the Carol service or coming on the panto trips this week. We simply wouldn't be able to run these things without 
you giving up your time and we very much appreciate it. 
 
It has been lovely reading all the emails we have received from parents and carers sending thanks to our 
team. These have been shared amongst our staff and really mean a lot.  

 

 
 
Thank you to our budding musicians who performed in our guitar concert playing Christmas Carols on Friday 
morning. They were amazing and very talented guitarist - some only starting lessons in September! We’re very 
proud of each of you! 
 
Thank you to all the children who entered our non-fiction book review competition.  Congratulations 

 to Jonah from Maples who received his prize in today's celebration worship. The book reviews will be 
displayed in the library next term for everyone to read.  
 
 
 



 
 
*CLOSING DATE COMING SOON - PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE IT TOO LATE TO APPLY*   
Starting Reception in 2023  

For families living in the Lancashire area who require a primary school place in September 2023 you 
can now apply online via Lancashire’s online system at:  
www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools 
This is a quick and easy way and offers an email receipt of all submitted applications. Please ensure 
that you hit the ‘submit’ button when you are ready to send in your completed online application. 
You must apply even if you have siblings at your preferred school or academy. 
The closing dates for applications for September 2023 are at 11.59pm on: 
Primary applications – 15th January 2023 
 
Scarlet Fever 

You will be aware that there has been a significant increase in the number of cases of children 
having scarlet fever, above that of seasonal expected levels. The early symptoms of scarlet fever 
include sore throat, headache, fever, nausea and vomiting.  

After 12 to 48 hours, the characteristic red, pinhead rash develops, typically first appearing on the 
chest and stomach, then rapidly spreading to other parts of the body, and giving the skin a 
sandpaper-like texture. The scarlet rash may be harder to spot on darker skin, although the 
'sandpaper' feel should be present. Patients typically have flushed cheeks and be pale around the 
mouth. This may be accompanied by a bright red ‘strawberry’ tongue. If you think you, or your 
child, might have scarlet fever: 

· contact your GP or NHS 111 as soon as possible 
· make sure that you or your child take(s) the full course of any antibiotics prescribed. 

Although you or your child will feel better soon after starting the course of antibiotics, you 
must complete the course to ensure that you do not carry the bacteria in your throat after 
you have recovered 

· stay at home, away from nursery, school or work for at least 24 hours after starting the 
antibiotic treatment, to avoid spreading the infection. Please report any cases of 
diagnosed scarlet fever to us.  

You can help stop the spread of infection through frequent hand washing and by not sharing eating 
utensils, clothes, bedding and towels. All contaminated tissues should be disposed of immediately. 

Attendance/Holiday information 
Attendance to school this year is compulsory, and all children must attend every day unless they are ill or 
have symptoms of Covid. 
We are unable to authorise any absences that are not illness related unless in exceptional circumstances. 
There is a’ Leave of Absence’ form available from the school office, however, we would ask that all holidays 
are taken within the holiday periods and not in term time, to avoid a fine from Lancashire County Council. A 
holiday list for this academic year is on our school website.  
 
To enable us to safeguard our children, may we request that if your child is absent from school you, please 
telephone the school on 01706 215893 by 09:00am to inform us. If we have not received a call, a member of 
our office staff will call you to ensure that your child is at home and is safe. 

 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools
https://stpaulsrawtenstall.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Holiday-List-2022-2023.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week it was Student Voice's worship where they had organised an adult appreciation week. This included 
‘High five an adult’ day, writing thank you messages and the all important chocolate treat on Friday. Student 
Voice also updated the school on their plans for the future including a cake sale to raise money for school 
and a charity fun run. More information to follow on the Student Voice website page. 

 

 
It’s that time of year… 
As part of our winter preparation, I would like to inform you that we take Health and Safety very 
seriously in school and in the unfortunate event of extreme weather; we will aim to remain open. 
If we have to close school due to dangerous weather conditions, we will update our school’s 
Twitter page @StPaulsCESch at the earliest opportunity. We will also update our PTA Facebook 
page; our school website and we will inform BBC Radio Lancashire. Whilst waiting around our 
school grounds in your cars we would ask that you turn off your car engines in order to help to 
keep the air around school cleaner. 
 
Please can we also remind parents and carers to ensure your child comes to school in 
appropriate clothing, especially as we are experiencing cold weather. This includes a warm 
coat, hat and gloves and appropriate footwear. Please note, wellies cannot be worn inside 
school. Please ensure all items of clothing are clearly labelled.  
 

 
 

Pupil Leadership 
This week Oaks, Willows and Elders have all been busy creating cards to spread throughout our local 

community. We hope to spread a little cheer with their talented artwork and lovely messages to local care 

homes and our church parish. Thank you to all of those involved in this lovely gesture. 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary for the Autumn term  

Tuesday 3rd January INSET – Staff training – School closed for pupils 

Wednesday 4th January INSET – Staff training – School closed for pupils 

Thursday 5th January School re opens for the Spring Term 

  

 
Please do check our website regularly for school updates 



 
PTA  

A massive thank you to everyone who contributed by donating items and buying raffle tickets for our 
Christmas hampers. We raised an amazing £553!! A draw was done live this week on the PTA Facebook 
page and all winners have been contacted. 
 
We are truly grateful for your continued support over the past year and on behalf of the PTA 
committee, I would like to wish all parents, carers and staff a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 
Kath McArragher (PTA Chair) 

 

Reflective Friday 
 

 
 
 
 
Free swimming session. 
Rossendale Leisure trust have very kindly given access a free swim for a child with a full paying adult.  The 

vouchers can be used at Marl Pits Leisure Centre & Whitworth Swimming Pool from Monday 19th December 

2022 – 2nd January 2023.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Action for happiness 

Living by our school values. 
Each month, as part of our work based on our school values and to inspire practical actions for a 
happier and more caring society; our classes work through the action for happiness calendars. This 
month ‘Do Good December` we’re encouraging you to complete small acts of kindness.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Online Safety 
 

 
 
 



 

 



 
 

 

Hope you have a wonderful Christmas filled with love, 

laughter and magical memories to treasure.  

We look forward to seeing what wonderful things 2023 

has to bring us. 

                                                                 Mrs. Charlesworth and the team at St Paul’s 


