
 

St. Paul's Church of England Primary 
Newsletter  

Friday 21st November 2025 

From the words of St. PaulΧ ΨEncourage one another and build each 

other up.Ω 

Headteacher news 

Despite the cold weather, we have had a wonderful week at St. Paul's. As always, the children 

continue to make us proud, with lots of learning taking place across our school. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you all this week for our Parents' Evening on Tuesday and 

Wednesday. If you have not already booked an appointment, it is not too late. Please contact 

your child's class teacher or the main office to book an appointment. 

Exciting events are on the horizon. We have 'Christmas through the Decades', our infant 

nativities, Just Imagine Christmas performances, and many more festive activities planned. 

Please do not forget to read through the newsletter and check your emails to ensure you are 



not missing any information. We would hate for you to miss out on these wonderful 

opportunities. 

As the temperature drops, I want to remind parents about appropriate clothing for school. 

Please ensure your child has a waterproof coat, hat, gloves, and other necessary winter wear. 

Remember to name all items so we can return any lost property. 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and, as always, thank you for your continued support. 

Christmas Lunches  

On Monday 15th December the Infants will be having a special Christmas lunch in school and on 

Thursday 18th December the Juniors will be having a special Christmas lunch in school. The 

menu is attached .If your child already has school dinners there is no need to do anything as 

they will automatically receive the lunch. If, however, your child is currently on packed lunches, 

but would like a special lunch, please reply to byt@constablelee.lancs.sch.uk with your child's 

name and class. All orders must be in by the end of school on Monday 1st December, so the 

kitchen can place its orders. Please note, there will be no charge for infant children as they are 

all eligible for universal free meals.  

 



Our Travel Tracker  

 

Our school has chosen to be part of an exciting initiative to encourage our children and their 

families to walk to school. The walk to school challenge is delivered by Living Streets, the UK 

charity for everyday walking, to help as many children as possible experience the benefits of 

walking or wheeling to school.  

The pupil-led challenge enables children to self-report how they get to school every day. If they 

travel actively (walk/wheel, cycle, scoot, ΨPark and StrideΩ or hop off) at least once a week, for a 

month, they get rewarded with a badge. ItΩs that simple!   

What are the benefits of walking to school?  

ω Children feel happier and healthier  

ω They arrive at school refreshed and ready to learn  

ω Helps reduce congestion and pollution at the school gates   

What if we canΩt walk to school?  

 If driving, ΨPark and StrideΩ to help your child earn their WOW badges. Park at least five minutes 

away from the school and walk or wheel the remaining journey. If using public transport, hop 

off at least five  minutes away and walk the rest of the way. 

The children have been introduced to the Travel Tracker in worship this week and  are very 

much looking forward to building up their collection of badges throughout the year.  



St Paul's CofE Open Evening  

 

It was lovely to see so many people joining us at last week's open evening. We are also hosting 

two additional walk rounds for potential September 2026 EYFS parents on Wednesday 26th 

November and Thursday 27th November at 1:30pm. Please call the school office on 01706 215 

893 if you would like to attend.  



Parking around school grounds 

 

I would like to address an important safety matter regarding parking around our school. We 

kindly request that parents do not park in the nursery spaces, as this prevents parents with 

young children from safely dropping off their children. We also urge everyone to exercise 

extreme caution around zebra crossings. 

Keeping our children and families safe is our absolute priority. While we try to patrol the areas 

before and after school, we also encourage you to report any parking issues. If you witness 

parking problems, you can report this through the Lancashire County Council website: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/parking/report-a-parking-problem/ 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/parking/report-a-parking-problem/


Please adhere to the parking zones around school and if there are not enough spaces, please 

park carefully on the hill on the way up to school.   

Thank you for your continued support in maintaining a safe environment for our school 

community. 

St. Paul's PTA 

 

 

PTA News 

 

 Wear what you want day  

Friday 28th November  



DonΩt forget that Friday 28th November is the PTA Wear what you want day for our Christmas 

hampers. Your child/ren can wear non uniform for the day in return for a donation to our 

Christmas hampers  

We ask for each family to bring a non perishable food or drink item for the hampers (a sell by 

date of at least 31 December 2025) and as a thank you for hamper donations the children will 

be able to άwear what they wantέ for one day in school on Friday 28th November 

2025 (appropriate clothing for the weather please). Please see our letter that has be sent out by 

ParentPay. 

Raffle tickets can be purchased on ParentPay - £1 each. 

The draw will take place on Wednesday 17th December at 7pm live on our Facebook page, we 

will contact the winners to arrange the hamper collections before school closes on Friday 19th 

December 2025. 

If anyone is available on the morning of this Friday 28th November to help us pack the hampers 

in school weΩd be really grateful. We pack them in school straight after drop off in the morning. 

If you either message us on the PTA Facebook page or leave your name and number at the 

office and we will get back to you.  

 



 



 

A brand new Junior Park Run!  

 

 NEW Junior parkrun Coming to Bacup!   

Starts Sunday 5th October ς 9:00 AM ᾉᾊᾋᾌ Stubbylee, Moorlands Park, Bacup  

WeΩre excited to announce the launch of a brand new junior parkrun right here in Bacup!  



What is junior parkrun? A free, fun, and friendly 2K event for children aged 4 to 14. Walk, jog, 

run, or cheer τ itΩs all about getting active and having fun in the fresh air, every Sunday 

morning at 9am. 

 ḊḋḌḍ  Where? Stubbylee Moorlands Park, Bacup, Lancashire 

  When? Every Sunday at 9:00 AM (starting 5th October)  

 Who? Open to all children aged 4 to 14  

 Cost? Absolutely FREE! 

  Register once online at www.parkrun.org.uk/register and select our event. Each week, 

donΩt forget to bring your barcode!  

Come along and be part of something great. Whether your child is new to running or already 

loves it, junior parkrun is a safe and welcoming place to make friends, build confidence, and stay 

active.  

 Spread the word ς letΩs get BacupΩs young runners off to a flying start! 

 For more information, visit: https://www.parkrun.org.uk/stubbyleemoorlands-juniors/ or drop 

us an email at: stubbyleemoorlandsjuniors@parkrun.com 

Dates for your diary... 

 



. 

ω Tuesday 25th and Wednesday 26th November- Parents' Evening  

ω Thursday 11th December- Junior Carol Service at 9.30am in St Paul's Church  

ω Thursday 11th December Just Imagine panto performance (Infants morning, Juniors 

afternoon) 

ω Tuesday 16th December-9:30-10:30 Infant Nativity Performance for parents/families  

ω Wednesday 17th December - 1:30-2:30 Infant Nativity Performance for parents/families 

ω Tuesday 16th December at 2pm and Wednesday 17th December at 9:30am- Christmas 

through the Decades concerts for Juniors  (tickets will be available to purchase on 

ParentPay) 

ω Friday 19th December-  Christmas Themed Activity Day- more details to follow /school 

closes for autumn term at 1:35pm 

ω Monday 5th January- INSET day- school closed for pupils  

ω Tuesday 6th January- school open for spring term/ Learning to Learn Day  

Attendance/Holiday information  

Attendance to school is compulsory, all children must attend every day unless they are ill.  

To enable us to safeguard our children, may we request that if your child is absent from school 

you, please telephone the school on 01706 215893 by 09:00am to inform us. If we have not 

received a call, a member of our office staff will call you to ensure that your child is at home 

and is safe.   

What to do if my child is ill. 

ω The NHS have a helpful guide should you wish to use this. Is my child too ill for school? - 

NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

ω  Please can you ensure that your child does not attend school for 48 hours after they 

have last vomited or had diarrhoea. 

Can you authorise my child's absence? 

As many of you are aware, we are unable to authorise any absences that are not illness related 

unless in exceptional circumstances. There is a 'leave of absence' form available from the school 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


office however, we would ask that all holidays are taken within the holiday periods and not in 

term time, to avoid a fine from Lancashire County Council.  

 

Holiday list  

 

Please find links to our school holiday dates. These dates are crucial for planning purposes, and I 

kindly ask that you keep them in mind when considering any future family holidays or trips. 

It's worth reiterating our school's policy on attendance during term time. As you're all aware, 

we place a high value on consistent attendance and its impact on our pupils' educational 

progress. With this in mind, I must remind you that leave during term time will not be 

authorised. This policy is in place to ensure that our pupils receive the full benefit of their 

education and don't miss out on valuable learning opportunities. 

Should unauthorised leave be taken during term time, it's important to note that this will result 

in a penalty notice. This measure is not one we take lightly, but it's necessary to maintain the 

high standards of attendance that contribute to our pupils' success. 



I understand that planning family time is important, and I hope that by providing these dates 

well in advance, we can work together to ensure that holidays and family commitments align 

with the school calendar wherever possible. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about this or any other matter, please don't 

hesitate to get in touch.  

Here are the quick links to  

ω 2025-26 holiday list 

AUTUMN TERM 2025 

 

Staff Training Days Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd September 2025  

Re-open Wednesday 3rd September 2025  

Mid Term Closure Monday 27th October - Friday 31st October 2025 (inclusive).  

Re-open Monday 3rd November 2025  

https://stpaulsrawtenstall.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Holiday-List-2025-2026.pdf


Closure after school on Friday 19th December 2025  

SPRING TERM 2026 

 

Staff Training Day Monday 5th January 2026  

Re-open Tuesday 6th January 2026  

Mid Term Closure Monday 16th February ς Friday 20th February 2026 (inclusive)  

Re-open Monday 23rd February 2026  

Closure after school on Friday 27th March 2026 



SUMMER TERM 2026 

 

Re-open on Monday 13th April 2026  

Staff Training Day Friday 1st May 2026  

May Day Closure Monday 4th May 2026  

Mid Term Closure Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 2026 (inclusive)  

Re-open on Monday 1st June 2026  

Closure after school on Friday 17th July 2026  

Staff Training Day Monday 20th July 2026 



Additional information 

 



 



 



 



Online Safety 

 



New Ways November  

 



This week we have been learning... 

 

Brilliant Berries 

 

Another busy week in Berries! 

In Drawing club, we have explored the classic cartoon Mr Benn where the children enjoyed both 

the animation and the music.  We have created some wonderful drawings and amazing magic 

codes.  In Maths some of the children have been focusing on the number 8 and its composition 

whilst other children have been looking at symmetry and patterns. 



Despite the weather we managed to get to forest school where we had great fun exploring, 

collecting natural objects and making little crafts.  The children all had a lovely time and it was 

lovely to hear their conversations and the vocabulary they are now using. 

In our afternoon sessions we completed our learning on London and some of its 

landmarks.  The children had a great time making models to recreate London and I am sure you 

will agree they look amazing.  A great team effort. 

We hope you have a great weekend. 

Miss Rigby, Mrs Alvarez & Mrs Coleman 

 

 



 

Amazing Acorns 

 

What a lovely week it has been in Acorns class. 

In maths we have been looking at the number 8. We have been exploring the different ways 

that this number can be made up, how it can be represented and how to form the numeral. In 

phonics we have been recapping the sounds we already know as well as tricky words no, go and 

into. In our understanding the world lessons we have been scientists testing how can turn 

cream into butter. 

Parents' Evening 



We are looking forward to meeting with you next week for Parents' Evening. During this 5 

minute discussion, we will share how your child has settled into Acorns class, show you some of 

their work and it will be a chance to ask any questions you may have.  

Christmas festivities 

With only four more weeks of the school term, our Christmas events will soon be upon us. You 

should have received an email this week about the dates and the events planned. If this did not 

reach you, please get in touch with the school office who will be happy to provide you with a 

paper copy. 

Dates for the diary 

ω Monday 15th December Infant Christmas Lunch 

ω Tuesday 16th December Infant Nativity Performance 

ω Wednesday 17th December Infant Nativity Performance 

ω Thursday 18th December Infant Christmas party 

ω Term ends - Friday 19th December at 1.35pm 

Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Bliss 



 

 



 

Awesome Ashes 

 

This week in Ashes, we have been working hard on our Lost and Found story in English. We have 

been reading and writing information sentences. In Maths, children in Year 1 have been finding 



½ and ¼ of shapes (practise cutting bread, grapes etc into half/quarters to reinforce this with 

your child). We have also been working hard to count in groups of 2 and 5. Children in EYFS have 

been working on recognising and finding the number 8. In Science, we have been finding out 

about the season of Autumn and in RE, the children have begun to learn about the Christian 

story of Christmas. 

Nativity 

The children started their first Nativity practice this week! Letters were stuck in your child's 

reading record regarding costumes and any lines they may have.  

Parents' Evening 

We are looking forward to meeting with you next week for Parents Evening. During this 5 

minute discussion, we will share how your child has settled into Ashes class, show you some of 

their work and it will be a chance to ask any questions you may have.  

Christmas festivities 

With only four more weeks of the school term, our Christmas events will soon be upon us. You 

should have received an email this week about the dates and the events planned. If this did not 

reach you, please get in touch with the school office who will be happy to provide you with a 

paper copy. 

Dates for the diary 

ω Thursday 11th December- Infant Just Imagine performance 

ω Monday 15th December Infant Christmas Lunch 

ω Tuesday 16th December Infant Nativity Performance 

ω Wednesday 17th December Infant Nativity Performance 

ω Thursday 18th December Infant Christmas party 

ω Term ends  - Friday 19th December at 1.35pm 

Have a lovely weekend 

Miss Fielding and Miss Pounder 



Super Sycamores 

 

This week we have started learning about the features of Traditional Tales and we are now 

reading a twisted version of Little Red Riding Hood which is the tale from the wolf's point of 

view called Honestly, Little Red Riding Hood is rotten. We are enjoying hearing the wolf's version 

and all the reasons he gave for his actions.  

In Maths we have started our unit on fractions by learning about half and quarters. We have 

used apples, bread, biscuits and cake to help our understanding of finding two equal parts to 

recognise this as half.  

We have now started our history topic - All About Me. We are beginning to understand what 

history is and have been looking at the children's own history from when they were born until 

now. Thank you for all the photos sent in so far of the children as babies and their adults as 

youngsters. There is still time to send in photos as we will be using these next week in our 

history lessons. 

Christmas festivities 

With only four more weeks of the school term, our Christmas events will soon be upon us. You 

should have received an email this week about the dates and the events planned. If this did not 

reach you, please get in touch with the school office who will be happy to provide you with a 

paper copy. 

Dates for the diary 



ω Thursday 27th November - Forest School 

ω Thursday 11th December- Infant Just Imagine performance 

ω Monday 15th December Infant Christmas Lunch 

ω Tuesday 16th December Infant Nativity Performance 

ω Wednesday 17th December Infant Nativity Performance 

ω Thursday 18th December Infant Christmas party 

ω Friday 19th December Christmas Celebration Day organised by Student Voice (more info 

to follow) 

ω Term ends  - Friday 19th December at 1.35pm 

Outstanding Alders 

 

In English this week we have been writing our information page about our African animal. This 

has been a very structured process with myself modelling each part. Next week, the children 

will choose a different animal and they will write one on their own. 

In maths we have started our unit on fractions, we have been looking at halves and quarters, we 

have been splitting shapes and amounts. 

We've been continuing our bounce and ball unit, Mr Rush supported us with some key skills on 

Wednesday which was great. 

We have also been continuing our work on Pete Cromer, by creating a picture of our chosen 

African animal.  



Nativity 

The children started their first Nativity practice this week, lines were given out for your child to 

practise at home. 

Parents' Evening 

We are looking forward to meeting with you next week for Parents' Evening. I will discuss with 

you how your child has settled, what they are doing well and some points for progress. Please 

remember it is only a five minute slot, should you need to speak to me for longer then please 

let me know. 

Christmas festivities 

With only four more weeks of the school term, our Christmas events will soon be upon us. You 

should have received an email this week about the dates and the events planned. If this did not 

reach you, please get in touch with the school office who will be happy to provide you with a 

paper copy. 

Dates for the diary 

ω Thursday 11th December- Infant Just Imagine performance 

ω Monday 15th December Infant Christmas Lunch 

ω Tuesday 16th December Infant Nativity Performance 

ω Wednesday 17th December Infant Nativity Performance 

ω Thursday 18th December Infant Christmas party 

ω Term ends  Friday 19th December at 1.35pm 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Miss Cavaney. 



Enchanted Elms 

 

We have started our new novel which is called Anansi the spider. We have found out Anansi had 

six sons who have special gifts. Anansi fell into trouble and we predicted which sons might help 

from their special gifts 

In maths, we have divided as sharing or grouping, division and multiplication, division as 

repeated subtraction. In science, we have investigated to see which material had the least 

friction. We put different materials on ramp and let toy car go down and we timed how long it 

took the car to go down the ramp. The children did well working as a team with different jobs to 

do in the teams. We have also looked at magnets and how they have two poles North and South. 

We predicted to see if they would attract and repel one another. 

In geography, we looked at old and new playground we compared and contrasted the 

playgrounds and discussed why we wouldnΩt be able to have certain climbing frames anymore. 

Elms Class Trip ς Helmshore Mill 

The trip will take place on Thursday 22nd January 2026. We will leave school at 9:30am and will 

return back to school before the end of the school day. Your child will need to bring a packed 

lunch in a reusable pack lunch bag. Please ensure no fizzy drinks are included. Please note, any 

children on free school meals will receive a packed lunch from the kitchen. Your child will need 

to wear school uniform as they will be outdoors for most of the day. Please send your child with 

a waterproof coat. We ask for a voluntary contribution of £16.50 towards the cost of the trip. 

This will include the coach and entrance to the workshops. Please complete the permission slip 

via your parent pay account including the contribution of £16.50 by Friday 19th December 2025. 



P.E 

 P.E will be on Tuesday afternoon and Thursday afternoon. Elms will be having the P.E coach on 

Tuesday afternoon for the next 2 weeks. 

Forest School Dates for next half term 

Monday 24th November 2025Monday 8th November 2025 

Dates for your diaries 

ω Friday 28th November 2025 - Non-uniform Day for PTA hamper donations - (Please see 

additional information from PTA) 

ω Thursday 11th December 2025 - Junior Carol Service - At 9.30am in St Paul's Church  

ω Thursday 11th December 2025 - Just Imagine panto performance for Juniors 

ω Tuesday 16th December at 2pm & Wednesday 17th December at 9.30am - Christmas 

through the Decades concerts for Juniors - (Tickets will be available to purchase on 

ParentPay) 

ω Thursday 18th December 2025 - Junior Christmas lunch 

ω Friday 19th December 2025 - Term ends  

Have a fabulous weekend Miss Cowgill and Mrs Morris 

 



 

 

 


