From the words of St. Paul… ‘Encourage one another and build each other up’.
Friday 5th March 2021
Headteacher News.
You will have hopefully received your back to school information via your Parent Pay account. We appreciate
that there is a lot of information to digest so thank you for spending the time to read through the information
carefully to enable us to keep everyone as safe as possible and provide a smooth transition back to school.
It is really important that you continue to follow the current government’s lockdown guidelines whilst outside
of school. This is vital to keep everyone in our school family as safe as possible. We politely ask that you do
not mix with other families unless they are part of your support bubble. We really want to try to avoid any
closures of bubbles which would result in your child having to complete their learning at home again. Thank
you for your help and understanding.
We are asking that children continue to come in their own clothes until after the Easter holidays. Please
ensure these are clean clothes every day. This will also hopefully give you additional time to get their uniform
together as I am sure many of your children will have had a growth spurt over the last few weeks. This also
means they can come to school after Easter in their summer uniform, weather permitting. Fingers crossed for
lots of sunshine this summer.
We would like to thank you for all of your support during this difficult period. The kind words many of you
have shared with us have been really appreciated by staff and have lifted spirits across school. We
appreciate the difficulties you have all had to face whilst your children have completed their learning at
home and know that many of you have supported this whilst also working. Likewise, we know that the
families of our children currently in school have faced difficulties with many of you working on the front
line. A heartfelt thank you goes out to everyone.
I would also like to say a huge thank you to all our staff in school. Without them, none of this would have
been possible. They have worked tirelessly to ensure they provide the best for your children both in school
and at home. I could not be prouder to be part of such an amazing team.
Our staff and children currently in school cannot wait to have all our school family back together on the 8th
March and hopefully begin to return back to some form of normality. Parents- you did it!
Updated Contact Details
Please can we ask that you ensure the school office have your most up to date contact details including any
change of addresses. Please also remember to update your ParentPay account with any changes. We are aware
that some parents are not receiving texts or emails due to the contact details being incorrect.

Polite Reminder
Please do not park in our staff car park, Alder Grange car park or the bus area to drop or collect your
children from school. Please ensure you use our ring road drop off zones or during busy periods, you may
need to park on Hollins Lane and walk to school.
Please can I also remind parents that smoking is not permitted anywhere on our school grounds including
the ring road. This also includes the use of electronic cigarettes. We continue to request that parents and
carers wear masks whilst on the school grounds unless you have a medical exemption, including BYT
parents. This is to protect all our school family.
I have also been informed that some children are arriving late. As you are aware, we are following the
government’s advice by having staggered start and finish times. It is important that your child arrives and is
collected at the correct time which I have added again below for your information. We cannot keep
external doors open whilst waiting for children to arrive for safety reasons. Thank you for your support and
understanding.
Class & Teacher
Acorns – Miss Cavaney
Ashes – Miss Pounder
Sycamores – Miss Fielding
Alders – Miss Cowgill
Elms – Mrs De Boutemard
Maples – Miss Yates
Elders – Mrs Nolan
Willows – Mrs Cooper
Oaks – Mrs Lee
Blossoms- Mrs White

Start time
8.40am
8.40am
8.50am
8.50am
8.40am
8.40am
8.50am
8.50am
8.50am
8.50am

Finish time
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.00pm

World Book Day
It was lovely to see everyone dressed up yesterday for World Book Day. Class teachers were also really
impressed to see the outfits which the children were wearing at home. I know the children in school enjoyed
the activities and I cannot wait to see what the children at home completed. Do not forget to send photographs
of your day to your child’s class email.
Life Education Van
On Wednesday 10th, Thursday 11th and Friday 12th March , we will be visitied by the Life Education team.
However, due to social distancing restrictions, things will look a little different this year. Unfortunalty there
will be no parent sessions and we will not be able to visit the van. However, the team will be coming into
classrooms across school. Full PPE will be worn and social distanacing will be maintained. The Life
Education team are a charity and our annual visits do rely on parental donations. With this in mind, we are
asking for a contribution of £4 (via ParentPay) in order to support the visit and the children’s learning in
PSHE which can be made via your ParentPay account. Thank you in advance.
There will also be an opportunity for your child to buy a ‘bendy pencil’ from the Life Education Team. If
your child would like to purchase one, please bring £1 into school and these can be ordered via your child’s
class teacher.

Free school meals. ** Change in circumstances**
For any parents/carers, whose circumstances have changed and think their child(ren) maybe
entitled to Free School Meals, please can an application form be completed. Parents can apply
electronically via the link below or can complete a paper application form.
Registering for the Free School Meal service also means the school will receive additional
funding for your child, which is called Pupil Premium.
https://lancashire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Free_school_meals_and_pupil_premium
Please note that younger siblings of pupils who are already entitled will not automatically qualify for Free
School Meals. If a family's circumstances have changed and cease to be entitled to qualifying benefits,
the elder children will be protected but any new children will not qualify. This is why Pupil Access Team
require applications completing so they can properly assess new sibling's entitlement.

Action for happiness: Mindful March
Let's take the time to pause, breathe and really take in what's all around us. This month we're
encouraging you to take some time to look within. Learning to be more mindful and aware can do wonders
for our well-being in all areas of life - like the way we eat, the things we notice or our relationships. It helps
us get in tune with our feelings and stops us dwelling on the past or worrying about the future - so we get
more out of the day-to-day. It can also help us identify what we're grateful for, which has been proven to
help boost your happiness levels!

