From the words of St. Paul… ‘Encourage one another and build each other up’.

Friday 1st October 2021
Headteacher updates…
Thank you to all those who gave and purchased books from Mrs Ormerod this week. Unfortunately, we had to
cancel Thursday’s book sale due to the weather. In order for all the children to have the opportunity to
purchase a book if they wish, we will be hosting a book sale in school hours on Monday 4th October so please
send your child to school with some money if they would like the opportunity to purchase a new book. All the
books are 50p each and there are still plenty of books left which are in excellent condition.
As always, our lovely British weather continues to be unpredictable. Please can we ask that your child comes
to school with a waterproof coat as we like to get outside as much as we can. Lots of children are currently
coming to school in coats which are not suitable for the lovely showers we are currently experiencing and as
a result are having to miss their outdoor time or are spending the afternoons in wet uniform.
Please can I also remind parents to ensure their child comes to school in their PE kit on their set PE days and
that Forest School kits are brought into school- including waterproofs. Unfortunately, we are having to cancel
class sessions due to the high number of children who are not bringing kits to school as we do not have enough
staff to stay with these children in school.
Home/School Agreement
Your child should have brought home a copy of our Home/School agreement which explains our aims and how
you can support this at home so that together, we can provide the best for your child/children. Please can I
ask that you and your child read through this together and return a signed copy to their class teacher as soon
as possible.
Parent Pay Charge
There seems to be some confusion regarding a payment charge on ParentPay for missing reading books. Please
note, this has been put on so that if any reading books are lost over the year, parents can pay for these
without Mrs Wootton having to add the charge each time. If your child has returned their reading books,
please ignore this charge.
Rossendale Scout Group and Band
You should have hopefully received a letter attached to this email with further information about a
fantastic opportunity for any child in KS1 or KS2 to learn a musical instrument as part of 2nd Rossendale
Scout Band. You do not need to be part of Scouts to join the band. Thank you to Mr Burke for letting us
know about this and providing our children with the opportunity to learn a musical instrument.

Playground Request
Mrs Lee has been working with the children in the upper junior unit to improve our playground provision. We
are planning to separate the playground into different zones. The children have requested ‘dressing up’
clothes so we can create a ‘stage and performance’ area. If you have any unused costumes at home that you
no longer need, they would be greatly appreciated by the children. We would also appreciate any board games
for a quiet zone. Thank you in advance.
Harvest
We are excited to be going back to St Paul's Church for our Harvest Service this year on
Tuesday 12th October. This is a provisional date which may change and unfortunately this year we are unable
to invite parents/family/friends. This is to ensure we continue to keep everyone safe.
We would really like to support the valuable work of RAFT foodbank again this year and are asking for
donations. They are particularly in need of tinned meat (corned beef or ham), tinned potatoes, tomatoes,
long life milk and jam. Donations can be brought into school on Tuesday 12th October and will be collected
by RAFT in the morning. More details of our drop off points will be provided nearer the time. Many thanks for
your support.

Starting Reception in 2022 or moving onto high school …
For families living in the Lancashire area who require a primary or secondary school place in September 2022
you can now apply online via Lancashire’s online system at: www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools
This is a quick and easy way and offers an email receipt of all submitted applications. Please ensure that you
hit the ‘submit’ button when you are ready to send in your completed online application. You must apply
even if you have siblings at your preferred school or academy.
The closing dates for applications for September 2022 are at 11.59pm on:
Secondary applications – 31st October 2021
Primary applications – 15th January 2022
Lunchtime Menu
As you may have seen in the press over the last few weeks there have been some shortages of specific items
of food that we would normally have access to. Lancashire County Council have sourced food for a temporary
menu for the next three weeks which is attached at the end of this newsletter. These measures are necessary
to alleviate the ongoing difficulties schools and the catering team have been encountering in meeting the
range and volume demands of the current published menu.
Free school meals and pupil premium
Your child will get free school meals if they’re in Reception class, Year 1 or Year 2. You will however still
need to register with us if you are in receipt of any of the following benefits as your child’s school can get
extra funding, called pupil premium. Children in years 3, 4, 5 or 6 could also be entitled to free school
meals.
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross
income of no more than £16,190)
• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit
If you require further information, please contact our school office.

PTA

With the festive season rapidly approaching we are participating in the 'Design a Christmas Card project', this
is a fantastic way for your child to see their designs on printed Christmas cards, gift tags and mugs while at
the same time raising funds for the school. Your child should have come home with a letter and pack
containing their artwork or will do in the next few days. Orders and payment can be made online, details of
this is on the letter/pack. Can you please ensure that all artwork where orders have been placed are returned
to school by Monday 11th October as we need to send the artwork off before it can be printed. Orders cannot
be printed without the artwork being returned to school.
Kind regards
Kath McArragher (PTA chair)

Church news.

It gives me great pleasure to inform you of events being held at St. Paul’s Church Centre.

Reflective Friday

Action for happiness- Optimistic October

Living by our school values.
Each month, as part of our work based on our school values and to inspire practical actions for a happier and more caring
society; our classes work through the action for happiness calendars. Especially when things are feeling a bit tough,

it can help to set some goals. Making goals achievable and ensuring that you have a few short term as well as
longer term, more ambitious goals helps us feel we're making progress. It doesn't matter if your goal for the day is
something really small, the important thing is to give yourself the opportunity to feel like you've achieved
something and to celebrate that! This month's calendar is full of ideas to help you think about how you can put this
into practice.

Lunch menu starting from 4th October 2021

