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From the words of St. PautEncourage one another and build each
other upQ

Headteacher news

Wow. A busy week all round. | am delighted to share some wonderful snippets from our school
community this week.

The Life Education team have delivered crucial lessons across our school, exploring important
topics such as managing feelings, understanding our bodies, healthy lifestyles, and healthy
relationships. | want to extend a huge thank you to all parents who donated and to Mrs Cooper
for organising these invaluable sessions.

This week, | had the privilege of spending time in our Early Years and Key Stage 1 classrooms. |
was truly blown away by the hard work demonstrated by both our children and staff. Their



dedication and enthusiasm are truly inspiring. Thank you to all our amazing children and staff.
We cannot wait to share their hard work at our upcoming parents' evenings.

Last night's disco was an absolute triumph. | want to express my sincere gratitude to the PTA,
parent volunteers, Governors, and staff who dedicated their time to making this event such a
success. The disco raised 0£600, which will directly support future school events and
initiatives. A special mention must go to the PTA for their meticulous preparatiwir hard

work does not go unnoticed. If you are interested in joining the PTA and contributing to our
school community, please speak to the main office or contact them via their Facebook page.

| have a few important notices for parents:

w On Monday, all children are invited to come to school dressed in blue to support the
Refugee Crisis Foundation. Donations can be made through ParentPay.

w For parents of Year 6 pupils attending Robinwood this year, please ensure you are up to
date with key information by checking the class page section. We will also be sharing
updates on our new Facebook page. A detailed letter has been sent out to all relevant
families.

w Please be respectful when parking around school. The staff car park must not be used by
parents. Some of our staff members, particularly our wrap around care staff, are
struggling to find a parking space to begin their working day with the children. Please
only use the disabled bays if you have the correct identification to enable you to do so.
We are more fortunate than other schools in regards to the number of parking spaces
available. We ask that you respectfully adhere to these requests. Thank yaufor y
understanding.







Learning to LearrActive Learner

Anactive learneris a child who is curious, involved, and engaged in their learning. Instead of
just listening and remembering facts, active learners:

w Ask questions and share ideas

w Try things out and learn from mistakes

w Think abouthowthey learn, not justvhat they learn

w Stay motivated and confident when tasks are challenging

Active learning helps children become independent, resilient, and confident learnskdls
that support them not just in school, but throughout life.

How we promote active learning in primary school

In school, we create opportunities for children to be actively involved in their learning every day.
This includes:

w Handson learningg using practical activities, experiments, games, andHiézal
problems

w Talk and collaboratiorg encouraging children to discuss ideas, explain their thinking,
and work with others

w Questioning and curiosity, valuing childre@ questions and teaching them how to ask
thoughtful ones

w Learning through play, especially in the early years, where play helps children explore,
imagine, and problersolve



w Reflectiong helping children think about what went well, what was tricky, and what
they could try next time

w Positive attitudes to mistakeg teaching children that mistakes are part of learning and
help us improve

Our aim is for children to feel safe to take risks, confident to share ideas, and motivated to keep
trying.

How parents can encourage active learning at home

Parents play a vital role in supporting active learning. Simple everyday actions can make a big
difference:

w Encourage curiositAsk operended questions likeWhy do you think that happened?
or dHow could we find out?

w Praise effort, not just result$-ocus on trying hard, sticking with challenges, and learning
from mistakes.

w Talk about learningAsk your child what they learned at school and how they learned it,
not just what they did.

w Let children solve problem&ive them time to think things through before stepping in
with answers.

w Read, play, and explore togethdReading stories, playing games, cooking, building, and
exploring outdoors all support active learning.

w Model a positive attitudeShow curiosity, talk about your own learning, and
demonstrate that iR okay not to know everything.

By working together, school and home can help children develop the confidence, curiosity, and
love of learning that will support them for years to corde.

School Lunch Price Increase

Due to rising costs, from September 2026, school lunches will now be pri€8datper day.
Universal Free Meals will continue from EYFS through to Year 2.

For any parents/carersyhose circumstances have changadd think their child(ren) may be
entitled to Free School Meals, an application form can be completed by following the link
below.



https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/childreieducatiorfamilies/schools/freeschoot
meals/?page=3

Registering for the Free School Meal service also means the school will receive additional
funding for your child, which is called Pupil Premium.

Please note that younger siblings of pupils who are already entitled will not automatically
qualify for Free School Mealdf a family's circumstances have changed and cease to be
entitled to qualifying benefits, the elder children will be protected but any new children will
not qualify. This is why Pupil Access Team require applications completing so they can
properly assess new sibling's entitlement.


https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3

Infant Book Swap



Do you love books?

Come along to our book swap
every Friday. Simply bring a

book you no longer read and

swap it for a different one.

Under The Infant Shelter
Every Friday @8.30 am




Our Mindfulness Group

This week, our mindfulness group focused on the theme of friendstilthe importance of

having people around us who offer support, help us through problems, and make us laugh along
the way. The children explored what makes a good friend and how friendships can help us feel
calm, confident, and connected. As part of the session, they created friendship bracelets as a
symbol of kindness and appreciation for one another. Our mindfulness ambassadors were
absolutely fantastic, working perfectly with both Wilaand Elders classes and showing great
leadershipand enthusiasm throughout.

A huge thank you to Mrs Todd who dedicates her own time to running this group.










St. Paul's PTA

ST.PAULS
PTA



A massive THANK YOU to all those who helped in any way to make |a& aiggd happen,
from helping on the night and all the behind the scenes stuff. All the children looked to be
having a great time and we managed to raised an absolutely am&2irty

| hope you all have a fantastic weekend.
Kath McArragher (PTA)
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Enter our

. Super Draw

Win a £1,000 Aldi
Gift Card

- OR £1,000/CASH PRIZE

STPAUL'S - s
PTA ® YOUR
&) Y SCHOOL
LOTTERY
o Tickets cost just £1 a week
e Chances to win up to £25,000

e Play weekly, or just play the Super Draw!

e Support our fundraising in 2026




SUPPORT
OUR LOTTERY

TODAY

How it works...

It's simple—choose 6 numbers between 0-9 and if
they match the weekly lottery draw, you win great
prizes. One of our players will win a cash prize every
week, maybe even the £25k jackpot! Tickets cost just
£1 per week and the proceeds are donated to St
Paul's CE Primary School PTA

Every Saturday at 8pm the numbers are drawn and
posted online. Winners are notified by email and
winnings paid into the account of your choice.

The easiest way to join our lottery is online by direct
debit or debit card.

It's so easy to join and will make a real
difference to St Paul's CE Primary
School PTA

The Maths... 100 tickets sold a week means

— = £30 weekly cash prize

%ua‘ = £2,080 a year for our school

Splitting the £1.00

M 40p goes to our school
B 36p goes to cash prizes
20p goes to admin costs

4p goes to VAT

Buy A Ticket
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Monday 9th FebruamnMear Blue for the Refugee Crisis Foundation

Wednesday 11thriday 13th Februaryrear 6 at Robinwood

€ € €

Thursday 5th Marchworld Book Day more details to follow

Tuesday 24th/Wednesday 25th MardParents' Eveningvhole school

€

w Thursday 26th MarctEaster Service in church. Infants 9:30 Juniors 10:30

Rossendale Family Hub
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L Making a Difference Partners NewTnitiatives

Rossendale Newsletter, January 2026
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nd Fanily Wellbeing Service.
How does it wark?
Fanily discussions wil fake place every two weeks via
Teams.
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Attendance/Holiday information
Attendance to school is compulsory, all children must attend every day unless they are ill.

To enable us to safeguard our children, may we request that if your child is absent from school
you, please telephone the school on 01706 215893 by 09:00am to inform us. If we have not
received a call, a member of our office staff will call you to ensure that your child is at home
and is safe.

What to do if my child is ill.

w The NHS have a helpful guide should you wish to uselghisy child too ill for school?
NHS (www.nhs.uk)

w Please can you ensure that your child does not attend school for 48 hours after they
have last vomited or had diarrhoea.

Can you authorise my child's absence?

As many of you are aware, we are unable to authorise any absences that are not illness related
unless in exceptional circumstances. There is a 'leave of absence' form available from the school
office howeverwe would ask that all holidays are taken within the holiday periods and not in

term time, to avoid a fine from Lancashire County Council.

OMENTS

ATTENDANCE
COUNTS.


https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Holiday list

Please find links to our school holiday dates. These dates are crucial for planning purposes, and |
kindly ask that you keep them in mind when considering any future family holidays or trips.

It's worth reiterating our school's policy on attendance during term time. As you're all aware,
we place a high value on consistent attendance and its impact on our pupils' educational
progress. With this in mind, | must remind you that leave during term time will not be
authorised. This policy is in place to ensure that our pupils receive the full benefit of their
education and don't miss out on valuable learning opportunities.

Should unauthorised leave be taken during term time, it's important to note that this will result
in a penalty notice. This measure is not one we take lightly, but it's necessary to maintain the
high standards of attendance that contribute to our pupils' success.

| understand that planning family time is important, and | hope that by providing these dates
well in advance, we can work together to ensure that holidays and family commitments align
with the school calendar wherever possible.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about this or any other matter, please don't
hesitate to get in touch.

Here are the quick links to



w 202526 holiday list

SPRING TERM 2026

Staff Training Dayonday 5th January 2026

ReopenTuesday 6th January 2026

Mid Term ClosuréMonday 16th Februarg Friday 20th February 2026 (inclusive)
ReopenMonday 23rd February 2026

Closureafter school on Friday 27th March 2026


https://stpaulsrawtenstall.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Holiday-List-2025-2026.pdf

SUMMER TERM 2026

Reopenon Monday 13th April 2026

Staff Training Dayriday 1st May 2026

May Day Closurdlonday 4th May 2026

Mid Term ClosuréMlonday 25th May Friday 29th May 2026 (inclusive)
Reopenon Monday 1st June 2026

Closureafter school on Friday 17th July 2026

Staff Training Dayvionday 20th July 2026



Additional information

ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT A
CHILD WHOMAY BEBEING
NEGLECTED... i

If you are a young person, you can
contact 2-10pm, 365 days a year. . :
Phone on 0800 511111 t

Texton 07786 511111 y
Email: talkzone@lancashire.gov.uk

If you are an adult or professional,
call 0300123 6720

For more information
www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse [types-of-
abuse/neglect/

S S TR ST TR YRS

Lancashire Family Hubs

For more information, scan the QR code or
HUB visit www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-
NETWORK education-families/family-hubs/

B et S S S e SR S o o S e e v R

Healthy Activities and Food Programme
(HAF)

For more information, scan the QR code or visit
https:l [www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-
families/school-holiday-activities/

LANCASHIRE_




Friendly February

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

BN

Send a
message to let

someone know
you're thinking
u Y of them
\

8

. Invite a : k
Ask a friend . Make time to q Bl A Share what
friend over for . in touch with ) %
how they have . 5 have a friendly q you're feeling
. a 'tea break’ q an old friend "
been feeling " chat with a o with someone
¢l (in person or iahb. you've not seen fo——
recently virtual) neighbour for a while you really trus

9  Thank Look for 12 13
someone and good in others, Focus on Smile at Tell a loved
tell them how particularly being kind the people you one or friend
they made a when you feel rather than see and brighten why they are
difference frustrated being right their day special to you
for you with them

Friendly February 2026

6 . 17 : Respond 20 21
Check in Appreciate Kindl Mak I q q q
on someone the good indly to ake a plan to Really listen Give sincere
who mav be ualities of everyone you connect with to what people compliments
stru ”ny and :omeone in talk to today, others and do say, without to people you
of-fg?toghel our life including something fun judging them talk to today
P 4 yourself

24

28

Thank three Make Give positive
people you feel uninterrupted comments to as
grateful to and time for your many people as
tell them why loved ones possible today

25
Tell a loved
one about the
strengths that
you see in them

ACTION FOR HAPPINESS Happier - Kinder - Together




This week we have been learning...

Brilliant Berries

What another wonderful week we have had in Berries!

In Maths we have been learning addition facts using practical resources to support our
learning. We have also been counting in 2s in lots of different wayg.to practise at home!

In Drawing Club we listened to the story ‘Golidlocks and the Three B&desdrew Goldilocks
and her cottage and wrote our magic codé€3ur drawing and writing is improving every week.



