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From the words of St. PautEncourage one another and build each
other upQ

Headteacher news
Happy New Year!

Welcome back to our Spring term where we have lots of exciting and engaging learning
opportunities planned. It has been lovely to see all the children back in seh@aunds like
you all had a lovely break!

This week has been a very busy week and school has been a hive of activity. We returned to
school to begin d_earning to Learmvhole school theme day. Here, the children learnt about
important learning behaviours such asmnaging your distractions, listening, questioning skills,
perseveranceand collaboration. Lots of activities were carried out to apply these learning
behaviours. More work around this will be completed throughout the year. The children will



hopefully apply these to their learning within and outside of the classroom. Each week | will be
adding information around these learning behaviours to our newsletter for your information
and to enable you to use the language with your children at home.

Please can | remind you about our morning snack arrangements. Toast is available to purchase
(please let the office know if you have missed the deadline) or children are welcome to bring in

a snack from home. As part of our healthy school policies and also to ensure we can get the best
out of all children in their learning, we request that snacks for morning break are either fresh

fruit or fresh vegetables. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. Please note,
children in Key Stage 1 have access to free fruit as part of the Government initiative.

| hope you all have a lovely weekend.

What is Perseverance?

Ll m o=d S
=g & "
HARD ESS o NP €O 3
ENDURANCE 5 &2 ;zz o URSE
ACHIEVE succss ch ACHIE\

woes DEDICATIONES = COMMI 11V FN T

PERSEVERANLL

= ACHEVEL=HARD = 23 WORK £3Puves:

TENACITY
COMMITMENT = )L lPATIENCE Lt == STRONG

=

O

[
S
<
=
w
m

cm.mnmemg
IMPORTA
SUCC
GROWIG
DuBEE GROW
ACHIEV

DILIGEN

ENDURAN



Perseverances the ability to keep trying, even when something is hard, frustrating, or ddesn
work the first time. It means not giving up right away, learning from mistakes, and continuing to
work toward a goal.

For children, perseverance is not about getting everything tigt® aboutsticking with a task
trying different strategies andbelieving they can improve with effort

What Does Perseverance Look Like in the Classroom?
In the classroom, perseverance can look like:
w A student continuing to work on a challenging math problem instead of giving up
w Trying a new way to solve a problem after the first attempt dd@sork
w Asking for help when the®e stuck, rather than stopping
w Practising reading or writing skills even when it feels difficult
w Learning from mistakes and trying again
w Staying focused and completing a task, even when it requires extra effort

Teachers encourage perseverance by praisifayt and progressnot just correct answers, and
by reminding students that making mistakes is part of learning.

Why Is Perseverance Important?
Perseverance helps children:
w Build confidence in their abilities
w Develop problerrsolving skills
w Learn to manage frustration
w Become more independent learners
w Prepare for challenges both in school and in life
How Parents Can Support Perseverance at Home
w Encourage your child tdry agairg before stepping in
w Praise effort, not just results (e.gilyou worked really hard on th&jt
w Talk about mistakes as learning opportunities

w Share examples of times you had to persevere



Together, home and school can help children develop the confidence and resilience they need
to succeed.

Children's Items
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Please can | ask that all items (including coats) are labelled clearly with your child's name. We
have a large number of items in school that have no names in/on them meaning we cannot

return them to their owner. Thank you for your-operation.

about lan

What is4h the knowQ?

In the know is a free messaging service brought to you by Lancashire Police supported by
Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service and Lancashire County Council where you decide when and
how you are kept informed about the issues that matter to yathy Join Stay In The Know?

Find out what is really happening in YOUR area and receive regular crime updates directly from
Lancashire Police and what we are doing about it, information on road closures and other issues

we are tackling in your local area.

What Issues will | be informed about?

w If there are any burglaries in your local area and advice on necessary precautions to take.



w Vehicle crime
w Online safety
w Your local Coffee with a cop information
w Mobile police stations
w Anti-social behaviour
How can | sign up?

Easy! Email or TEXT one of our Local PCSOs below and they will contact you for further
information to sign you up in 3 simple steps.

Bethany Walton: 07929 068568

7917 @lancashire.police.uk

d!:

/ . Lancashire

7= Constabulary

///” ‘I“ 5


mailto:7917@lancashire.police.uk

Infant Book Swap



Do you love books?

Come along to our book swap
every Friday. Simply bring a

book you no longer read and

swap it for a different one.

Under The Infant Shelter
Every Friday @8.30 am




St. Paul's PTA

ST.PAULS
PTA

We hope you all had a fantastic Christmas break and Happy New Year!

ItQ not too late to join us for our School lottery. Please help support school with this lottery, you
can visitwww.yourschoollottery.co.ulor all the detailsFor anyone entering our Your School
lottery before 31st January 2026 will also be entered into the draw for the chance to Win a
£1000 Aldi gift card o£1000 cash prize.

These prizes are on top of the usual cash prizes.
Good luck!

Kath McArragher PTA
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. Super Draw
Wina £1,000 Aldi

Gift Card

~ OR £1,000.CASH PRIZE
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o Tickets cost just £1 a week

e Chances to win up to £25,000

e Play weekly, or just play the Super Draw!
e Support our fundraising in 2026

Bumpars
e
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Splitting the £1.00

How it works...

It's simple—choose 6 numbers between 0-9 and if
they match the weekly lottery draw, you win great
prizes. One of our players will win a cash prize every
week, maybe even the £25k jackpot! Tickets cost just
£1 per week and the proceeds are donated to St
Paul's CE Primary School PTA

Every Saturday at 8pm the numbers are drawn and
posted online. Winners are notified by email and
winnings paid into the account of your choice.

The easiest way to join our lottery is online by direct
debit or debit card. B 40p goes to our school

It's so easy to join and will make a real W 36p goes to cash prizes

difference to St Paul's CE Primary 20p goes to admin costs
School PTA 4p goes to VAT

+« 100 tickets sold a week means
= £30 weekly cash prize
= £2,080 a year for our school

Buy A Ticket

Student Voice

Student VoiceéStudent voice met this week to plan further fundraising idghsy were very
creative! They are meeting with myself to discuss their suggestions. They also planned an
upcoming worship which they will lead in school. Student voice wanted to thank parents and
carers for their support this year in helping to raise alnf&Q0 with the Christmas Celebration
Day.
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Monday 19th Januar\Bikeability Year 6

Thursday 22nd Januarlms' Class Trip

Tuesday 3rd/Wednesday 4th Februakyfe Education in school
Thursday 5th Februasy?TA disco

Wednesday 11tiriday 13th Februaryyear 6 at Robinwood
Thursday 5th Marchworld Book Day more details to follow

Tuesday 24th/Wednesday 25th MardParents' Eveningvhole school



Rossendale Family Hub
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Attendance/Holiday information
Attendance to school is compulsory, all children must attend every day unless they are ill.

To enable us to safeguard our children, may we request that if your child is absent from school
you, please telephone the school on 01706 215893 by 09:00am to inform us. If we have not
received a call, a member of our office staff will call you to ensure that your child is at home
and is safe.

What to do if my child is ill.

w The NHS have a helpful guide should you wish to uselshisy child too ill for school?
NHS (www.nhs.uk)

w Please can you ensure that your child does not attend school for 48 hours after they
have last vomited or had diarrhoea.

Can you authorise my child's absence?

As many of you are aware, we are unable to authorise any absences that are not illness related
unless in exceptional circumstances. There is a 'leave of absence' form available from the school
office howeverwe would ask that all holidays are taken within the holiday periods and not in

term time, to avoid a fine from Lancashire County Council.

OMENTS
MATTER,



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Holiday list

Please find links to our school holiday dates. These dates are crucial for planning purposes, and |
kindly ask that you keep them in mind when considering any future family holidays or trips.

It's worth reiterating our school's policy on attendance during term time. As you're all aware,
we place a high value on consistent attendance and its impact on our pupils' educational
progress. With this in mind, | must remind you that leave during term time will not be
authorised. This policy is in place to ensure that our pupils receive the full benefit of their
education and don't miss out on valuable learning opportunities.

Should unauthorised leave be taken during term time, it's important to note that this will result
in a penalty notice. This measure is not one we take lightly, but it's necessary to maintain the
high standards of attendance that contribute to our pupils' success.

| understand that planning family time is important, and | hope that by providing these dates
well in advance, we can work together to ensure that holidays and family commitments align
with the school calendar wherever possible.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about this or any other matter, please don't
hesitate to get in touch.

Here are the quick links to



w 202526 holiday list

SPRING TERM 2026

Staff Training Dayonday 5th January 2026

ReopenTuesday 6th January 2026

Mid Term ClosuréMonday 16th Februarg Friday 20th February 2026 (inclusive)
ReopenMonday 23rd February 2026

Closureafter school on Friday 27th March 2026


https://stpaulsrawtenstall.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Holiday-List-2025-2026.pdf

SUMMER TERM 2026

Reopenon Monday 13th April 2026

Staff Training Dayriday 1st May 2026

May Day Closurdlonday 4th May 2026

Mid Term ClosuréMlonday 25th May Friday 29th May 2026 (inclusive)
Reopenon Monday 1st June 2026

Closureafter school on Friday 17th July 2026

Staff Training Dayvionday 20th July 2026



Additional information

ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT A
CHILD WHOMAY BEBEING
NEGLECTED... i

If you are a young person, you can
contact 2-10pm, 365 days a year. . :
Phone on 0800 511111 t

Texton 07786 511111 y
Email: talkzone@lancashire.gov.uk

If you are an adult or professional,
call 0300123 6720

For more information
www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse [types-of-
abuse/neglect/
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Lancashire Family Hubs

For more information, scan the QR code or
HUB visit www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-
NETWORK education-families/family-hubs/
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Healthy Activities and Food Programme
(HAF)

For more information, scan the QR code or visit
https:l [www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-
families/school-holiday-activities/

LANCASHIRE_




Happier January

MONDAY

1,@‘
%

Look for the

good in others

and notice their
strengths

19
Focus on
what’s good,
even if today
feels tough

F% \Q} Happier January 2026

ACTION FOR HAPPINESS Happier - Kinder - Together

TUESDAY

13
Take a
different route
today and see
what you notice

7
Challenge
your negative
thoughts
and look for
the upside

WEDNESDAY

Learn something
new and share

it with others

Try out
something
new to get
out of your

comfort zone

THURSDAY

Find three
things to look
forward to
this year

15
Get outside
and notice five
things that are
beautiful

29
Say hello to
a neighbour
and get to know
them better

FRIDAY

)

Get moving.
Do something
active (ideally

outdoors)

23
Put away

digital devices
and focus on
being in the
moment

SATURDAY SUNDAY

. Do a kind act
for someone
else to help
brighten
their day

11
Switch off all
your tech at
least an hour
before bedtime

17
Be gentle
with yourself
when you make
mistakes

25
Decide to
lift people up
rather than put
them down

31
Write down
your hopes or
plans for the
future



This week we have been learning...

Brilliant Berries

What a fabulous first week back. It has been lovely to see all the children back and hear about
their holiday break. The children have continued to make us proud with lots of fabulous learning
taking place already. Well done Berries!



Amazing Acorns

AMAZING
ACORNS

Happy New Year!

What a fantastic start to the term with our learning to learn d&ye worked on improving our
listening skills, teamwork and recognising what makes a good leaitngas a lovely morning

and a great opportunity for us all to catch up on the holidaysMaths, we have been

recapping our subitising skills and have started to look at comparing quantities, using
vocabulary such as greater than, more than and fewer than. In Phonics we have been recapping
the phase 2 sounds we have previously learnt and we have now continued our learning onto
phase 3.The children have been exploring the activities in provision and of course we have had
lots of fun in the snow. We have had a fabulous week getting to know each other and myself
and Mrs Parkinson are looking forward to the term ahead.

Dates
Forest school startsWednesday 14th January

P.E- Every ThursdayPlease ensure your child has a PE kit in schdbkse will remain in
school until the end of the half term.

Thank you for your continued support and | look forward to working together in the future.

Miss Rigby & Mrs Parkinson



Awesome Ashes

{ AWESOME |
| ASHES |

Welcome back to the Spring term!

We hope you had a good Christmas and wish you all a Happy New Year. We have started back
enjoying the snow and sunshine! We have started our book Handa's Surprise in English,
predicting and learning new vocabulary. In Maths, we have worked on place value for our Year 1.
We will be looking at the animals that live in hot places (linking this to Handa) in Science and
looking at hot and cold places in Geography.

Learning to Learn

We enjoyed a super start to the half term with our Learning to Learn day on Tuesday. We taught
explicit lessons on listening skills, team work and perseverance.

Homework

A gentle reminder to please bring your child's reading book to school each day, we aim to hear
children read as much as possible in school, but also encourage you to support this at home, by
reading at last 5 minutes a day when you can.

Forest School and PE sessions
Ouir first Forest School session took place today and will be every other week from today.
Outdoor PE Monday

Indoor PE Wednesday



Please ensure that kits for both Forest and PE are in school on the appropriate days.
Have a lovely weekend.
Miss Fielding and Miss Pounder

Super Sycamores

SUPER
SYCAMORES g

Welcome back to the Spring term. We hope you had an enjoyable holiday, Christmas and New
Year. Thank you for all of the cards and gifts, they are very much appreciated.

On Tuesday the children enjoyed the Learning to Learn day. We focused on the skills of
managing distractions, how to listen and how to persevere when something is tricky. Different
activities included practising different ideas when other children were trying to distract us from
making a jigsaw or reading a book. We also leant to listen using our whole body and followed
instructions to create a simple picture. We also had to work in a small team to build the tallest
tower using straws and play dough. Astiit was hard to persevere when the tower kept falling
over, but in the end the children worked well together to complete the task. In English we are
finishing our Traditional Tales with a Twist unit by writing our own story based on Jack and the
Baked Beanstalk. Next week we will starting our poetry unit all about winter. Our aim is to write
a winter weather senses poem and these will be entered into the Young Writers Poetry
competition.In Forest we continued our learning about seasons and weather itemilve each

had a mini toy animal to make a shelter to keep them safe and warm throughout the night. The
children engaged in this activity and showed great teamwork and creativity in the



homes/shelters they made. Weather permitting we will check on the toy animals on Friday
morning- please ask your child about this.

Have a lovely weekend.
Mrs de Boutemard and Mrs Edwards

Outstanding Alders

OUTSTANDING |
ALDERS

| cannot believe we have completed our first week back. It has been lovely to see everyone
again.

In English we have finished our own version of the story. Now we are going to tweak it and write
another without Miss Cavaney's help.

We have finished our unit on time and have started our unit on place value. Does your child
know 10 more and 10 less than a given number up to 100?

Learning to Learn

We enjoyed a super start to the half term with our Learning to Learn day on Tuesday. Our focus
was engagement and what it looked like in practise. We did some fantastic activities throughout
the day such as silent ball, build the tallest tower, colour me carefully and Forest School.

The children had to work on listening to each other, following cues and remain focussed on
some challenging tasks.

Ask your child which activity they enjoyed the most.

Forest School and PE sessions



Our first Forest School session took place on Tuesday and will be every other week from today.
Our next session will be Tuesday 20th January.

Indoor PE Monday
Outdoor PE Wednesday

Please ensure that kits for Forest School are brought in when needed. If your child has not
already returned their PE kit, please bring it ready for Monday's session.

Have a lovely weekend,
Miss Cavaney.

Enchanted EIms

 ENCHANTED |
ELMS

Learning to Learn

We enjoyed a super start to the half term with our Learning to Learn day on Tuesday. The focus
of this was to highlight some of the skills that children need to be successful learneepahd

this in different ways. In EIms, the children focused on managing distractions, collaboration and
perseveranceDifferent activities included using these skills in variety of different ways and
writing a dream or goal they want to achieve by the end of the year.

Class information Spring term

Our novels for this half term are The Egyptian Cinderella by Shirley Climo and The Story of
Tutankhamun by Patricia ClevelaRédck.

Elms Class TripHelmshore Mill



The trip will take place ohursday 22nd January 202@/e will leave school &30amand will

return back to school before the end of the school day. Your child will need to bring a packed
lunch in a reusable pack lunch bag. Please ensure no fizzy drinks are included. Please note, any
children on free school meals will receive a packed lunch from the kitchen. Your child will need
to wear school uniform as they will be outdoors for most of the dgase send your child with

a waterproof coat

.PE and Forest School sessions

Indoor PE Tuesday

Outdoor PE Thursday

Forest School datedonday 19thJanuary 2026, Monday 2nBebruary 2026
Dates for your diary

w Thursday 22ndanuary 202@ Elms Class TripHelmshore Mill







Marvellous Maples

I MARVELLOUS |
MAPLES

Welcome back!! I hope you had a wonderful Christmas break.

Maples have been working hard this week. In English, we have started our new topic on Folk
tales focussing on the book "The Tin Forest'. The children gathered lots of words and phrases to
describe the setting and used these to write a setting description. They have also thought about
the character and what we can infer about their character by what we can see. In maths, Year 4
have been introduced to negative numbers and have identified these on number lines. Year 3
have been working hard on subtracting 1s and 10s crossing boundariRE, we have started

our Hinduism topic and thought about good vs evil and what this looks like in everyday life.

ART Your child may have come home and talked about the artist we will be focussing on this
half term- Holli Conger. This artist uses everyday materials and objects that would normally be



put in the bin, to create art. She uses things like sieves, buttons, old measuring tapes, bingo
cards, old pencils, decorations, wall paper, screw drivers, bolts, makeushes etenot just
cardboard and plastic. So, if you do have any old items that you would normally recycle or take
to the tip, then please send them in at any point.

Maples reading challenge.

In Autumn term, we had a number of children who consistently read every week for the whole
term and were rewarded with a VIP experience. Therefore, this half term, the children have
been challenged and if they complete the challenge will be a VIP at the end of Spring term.
Their challenge is to get 50 reads by the end of Spring term (week commencingl2tu).

This is an average of 4 reads per week (including this week). The children know about this and
seem keen to be a VIBach read needs to be a minimum of 15 minutes and we do check the
amount that is read in that time as all children have different reading abilities so will therefore

be a different amount depending on their reading level. If you have any questions regarding this,
please ask. | look forward to all the VIP children enjoying their treat!!

PE and Forest School sessions

Outdoor PE Friday

Indoor PE Monday

Next Forest sessioithursday 15thJanuary 2026
Have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Metcalf and Mrs Atherton



Dazzling Elders

DAZZLING
ELDERS

Welcome back to the Spring term. We hope you all had a wonderful holiday and enjoyed
Christmas and the New Year. Thank you very much for the cards and gifts; they were greatly
appreciated. On Tuesday, the children took part lrearning to Learday. We focused on key

skills such as managing distractions, listening carefully, and persevering when tasks feel
challenging. The children explored these skills through a range of activities, including making
butter, balancing cards to create card towers and cup stacking as part of a team. The tasks were
very challenging and required lots of patience and resilience. We admired the children's
positivity and encouragement of their teammates. They also practised listening with their whole
body and following instructionsThe children showed excellent perseverance and teamwork to
complete the challenges.

In English, we are starting reading The Boy at the Back of The Clas$tosnveek we have

made predictions using the front cover and blurb, discussed facts and opinions, read the first
chapter and written a diary entry. In Forest School, the children enjoyed exploring the forest

and using their imagination to create games and activities. In Science this week we have starting
our learning about Sound the children learnt that sound travels in waves and they have started
to learn about the structure of the ear.

Class information Spring term

Our novel for this half term is The Boy at the Back of The Classroom by Onjali Q Rauf



PE and Forest School sessions

Outdoor PE Monday

Indoor PE Friday

Forest School date¥Vednesday 21sfanuary 2026YVednesday 4th-ebruary 2026
Have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Nolan and Mrs Cornfoot.

Wonderful Willows

WILLOWS

Welcome back, we hope you had a fabulous break.

Our next novel will be Kensukekingdom by Michael Kingdom, we do have limited copies in
school but if your child would like to have their own copy to annotate and aid their learning
then it is widely available or can be loaned from the local library.

PE Lessons and Swimming

We started our PE lessons this year with basketball, our main skills were focussing on dribbling,
passing and defending near to the basket. Even though it was chilly, our class were superb at
listening to the coaching tips and putting the skills in pl&aze.Monday we will be starting our
swimming lessons. Lessons will take place every Monday afternoon at Marl Pits Leisure Centre
and as this is part of the National Curriculum there is no cost to parents for this. Children will be
walking to and from the lsure centre and will be accompanied by school staff (Please ensure



that your child has a waterproof coat in case of wet weather).The first lesson will take place on
Monday 12th January 2026.

In line with our school policy, the following information regarding kit must be adhered to:

- Boys are expected to wear plain fitted swim trunks. No baggy shorts are allowed. In the case
where your son has long hair, this should be secured in a swim cap.

- Girls should wear a orgiece swimming costume and a swim cap to secure hair back.

It is your chil@ responsibility to remember their kit each week and as these lessons are part of
the required education, the school will implement reminders to children who repeatedly forget
their Kit.

Robinwood- Wednesday 11th Friday 13thFebruary 2026

Please look out for information about the upcoming residential which will be making its way
home to you via your child very soon. The information will include final details, a kit list,
children’'s menu and souvenir form. If your child requires medication administering during the
trip (including inhalers), please ensure that the medication form is returned to school as soon as
possible Once you have read the information and if you do have any further questions, please
catch me at the class door or contact the office and leave a message.

Bikeability

Further information about your child's group will be sent home via email early next
week.Group 1 will take place on Mon 19th and Tuesday 20th with Group 2 taking place on
Wednesday 21sand Thursday 22ndanuaryBikes and helmets should be brought to school

on the mornings of the sessions. Bikes can be stored overnight in school but must go home at
the end of the course. If you are borrowing a bike (and helmet) from Go Velo, these will be
delivered to school for your child's session. On both days ohgyglour child may come to

school in nortuniform but it needs to be warm and comfortable (tracksuit bottoms, leggings) as
the sessions are outdoors. A waterproof coat will also be needed and gloves are advisable.

Have a lovely weekend

Miss Gribben and Mrs Todd
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